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Party from among its supporters by the degree of its
indulgence in that luxury. It is, I think, as certain as
anything can be certain in politics that a third experiment
in such indulgence would split the Labour Party from
top to bottom, with immense defections from its ranks to
the Communists. That, quite inevitably, would produce a
grave crisis in our affairs. And in the degree that the
opponents of a Labour Government, in and out of Parlia-
ment, strove to put obstacles in the path of carrying out
the programme for which it believed itself to have a
mandate, I believe the main result of their effort would be
the heightening of the strain and not its diminution. It
would arouse tempers on both sides; passions would run
high; and the consequent atmosphere would not easily
permit the possibility of accommodation.
The fact is, that the intellectual abyss between parties
requires a strategy almost too heroic for human beings to
adopt. On the one hand, it seems to require from the
Conservative Party some such philosophy as this. "Social-
ists," its leaders must say, "will ruin the country if they
obtain a majority; and your ruin will be involved therein.
We must, therefore, strain every nerve to prevent their
victory as an unthinkable disaster. But you must remem-
ber that, if they are victorious, we must do nothing that
will jeopardize the peaceful application of their victory.
That peace is a higher good than you^ property. The
British Constitution is unworkable unless we assume the
right of a Government, which the House of Commons
supports, and behind which the electoral verdict clearly is,
to implement in legislation the programme upon which it
won its victory."
That would, I say, be an heroic strategy for Conserva-
tive leaders to adopt. It might persuade the supporters of
the capitalist regime to recognize that, however justified
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